River’s Edge Bible Fellowship
Pecatonica IL
tor Eric Mock
PO Box 363
catonica, lllinois 61063
Phone: 815-239-8158

b: www.bytheriversedge.org
E-mail: mock@ifcamce.org

Vision AMmerica

IFCA International Church Planting

Please Pray:

e For the believers at River's Edge to have
an ever increasing passion for the Great
Commission through sharing their faith in
Word and loving action

e For the salvation of the parents of many of
the teens who are involved in this ministry

e For many opportunities to share the Word
with all in Pecatonica. There are so many
families that are lost and hurting, and in
need of the Gospel
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Pecatonica is an older village of 2100 residents, situated on the
Pecatonica River, in Northern lllinois. It is surrounded, however,
by several larger cities within 20 miles. The community touts it-
self as being “90 minutes from Chicago and 25 years behind.” A
majority of the residents were born within 30 minutes of the vil-
lage, grew up and attended school there. Most are employed 20
== Minutes away in Rock-
= ford, the second largest
o city in lllinois.

) There are several de-
| nominational churches in
‘the village, with long
| standing traditions in the

ommunity. This tradi-
tional, denominational
and very liberal view of
Christianity contmues to be one of the greatest challenges in
reaching the community. Most hold tightly to their version of the
Gospel for it allows them to remain daily in their sin and believe
they are right with God. There is great need for the believers at
River's Edge to be a Gospel witness out among the community,
for it is certain the people would not just come and visit a new,
independent Bible church.

Eric and Kristi Mock moved to Pe-
catonica in August 2007, and found [
several families asking if a local
church should be planted. In Febru- g
ary 2008, six families began meet-
ing for fellowship and Bible study;
with a youth ministry added in May
2008. The decision to form as a
church plant under Midwest Church
Extension was made in September 2008. Current regular atten-
dance is 35 and there are 25 in youth group (40% of them from
outside church family). The youth ministry has grown dramati-
cally through Bible teaching and active ministry. The youth min-
istry has shaped the church plant. Most of the families attending
have teens, and the youth are the arms and legs of the church’s
ministry. These teens are serving in the church in worship and
Bible teaching and are being used greatly of God.
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